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blic with two valuable performances againſt the Relie- 
vers. I have the fulleſt conviction that theſe worthy 


1 1 


Dax BRETHREN, 


T affords. me inexpreſſible pleaſure that the preſs has 
been labouring for a conſiderable time with valuable 
productions for the ſupport of our Aſſociate cauſe. My 
two worthy and reverend brethren, Meſſrs. Bennet of 
Ceres, and Ramſay of Glaſgow, have favoured the pu- 


men have the Relievers in perfect abhorrence ; as the 


former maintains in his pamphlet, © that they are de- 


c“ luding the generation, and relieving - them from 
« Chriſtianity: And the latter with no leſs juſtice and 


charity calls their ſcheme © an odd pernicious device, 
and roundly tells his readers “ that it is founded in mo- 
4 dern fcepticiſm and infidelity.” Now certainly theſe 
 Relievers who are relieving the generation from Chrif- 


tianity, and abettors of modern ſcepticiſm and infideli- 
ty, mult be Deiſts or Atheiſts, and of conſequence ene» 


mies to our Solemn League and Covenant, and there-- 
fore we are folemnly bound by this covenant to inform 
the civil government againſt them, that they may be pu- 
niſned according to the demerit of their crimes. For 
we ſwear in the 4th,article of the Solemm League, 


“that we ſhall, with all faithfulneſs, endeavour the 4% 


f covery of all ſuch as have been, or mall“ be incendi- 
« aries; or evit inſtruments; by h indering the reformation, - 
„ (and certainly Atheiſts and Deiſts are enemies to re- 


c formation) that they _ be brought to public trial, 


© and receive condign puniſhment, as the degree of their 


% both” 
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The friends of the Aſſociate intereſt.  * 
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& both Kingdoms roſpectively, or others having. power 
from them for that effect, ſhall judge convenient.”” 
And if we ſuffer theſe inſideli and ſceptical Relieyers to 
remain undiſturbed without informing government a- 
gainſt them, that they may be brought to condign pu- 
nifhment, then we will be chargeable with donble pri ju- 
fy, both by violating the 4th article of the Solemn 
League already mentioned, and alſo the, 5th article, 
where we ſwear in the moſt expreſs terms, that we 
« will not give ourſelves to a deteſtable indifferency, or 
«& neutrality in this cauſe; and what we are not able 
„ ourſelves to ſuppreſs and overcome, we ſhall reveal 
Dand make Known, that it may be timely. prevented 
„ and removed.” © ek WH 4 
Having now hinted what my worthy brethren, Meſſrs. 
Bennet and Ramſay, have ſo juſtly ſaid againſt theſe 
vile Relievers, and what we in the Aſſociation are bound 
to do for ſuppreſſing them by virtue of our ſolemn co- 
venant-engagements, I hope I may be permitted to ſay, 
without ' incurring. the charge of vanity, that. though. 
theſe two dear brethren had a very good intention 26- 
wards the Aſſociate intereſt in their pamphlets,” yet my 
_ ſermon will ſet both the Atociate and Relief ſcheme in 
= = much fuller and juſter point of light than their per- 
=  formances have done, and I can yenture to predict that. 
| it will be more univerſally read, and have a more uni- 
verſal influence. e 3 
5 There are various reaſons, dear brethren, for not ad- 
ding my name to the following diſcourſe. | | 


1. I have herein followed the example of the Rev. 
= Meſſrs. Bennet and Ramſay, who intended not that names,. 
but that truth ſhould appear. EH 8 
2. This proceeds from my bumility and ſelf-denial, 
2s8ů l intended to do good to the Aſſociate intereſt with- 
; . _ © out being known to be the author of it. A 
| 3. I did not wiſh to be overloaded with your praiſes 
and letters of gratitude from all the corners of the Aſ- 
ſaciation, which would have offended my modeſty had 
it been known that 1 was the author of this perform-- 
4. I did not want to be eaten alive by that vile rapa- 
eious Relief vermin which I have ſo juſtly expoſed by * 
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VVV 
Fhave only to add, that I would recommend the fol- | 
Iowing ſermon to the ſerious attention of thoſe young (42 
men, who are pointing towards the miniſtry in the A{ſo- | 
ciate way, as an excellent pattern for their imitation in 
method, ſentiment, and did ion; and 1 am not with- 
out hope that this diſcourſe will pave the way for me | 
to the firſt divigity chair that is empty in any of the 5 
learned univerſities in the Aſſociation. ; 
I am, dear friends and pn with downright re- 
theft, your ; . 
| ASSOCIATE BaoTHER. 
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N. B. If the reader enter with e into the 

ſpirit and ſcope of the following pages, they will exhibit 
to his view a juſt portrait of the real nature ar d tenden - 
oy of the Seceſſion e as well a as that of the ME: 


5 B . 


% 


c is the refined taſte of the preſent age, and {6 
F. preat its itch for novelty, that thoſe trite /ubjets 
which are hackned-in churches every week, are thought 
but dull and unintereſting, and therefore co/dly enter- 
tained. In order to avoid this inconvenience, I have 
made choice of a ſubject ſomewhat uncommon. And as 
this ſermon will have the charms of novelty to recom- 
mend it, and is ſtudiouſly adapted to the taſte of. the 
preſent age, I expect, that on this account, it will meet 
with a cordial reception from the public. — 
My deſign in this difcourſe is to ſtir up the public in 
general, and the Aſſociation in particular, to be on their 
guard againſt that enormous ſwarm of Relievers Who 
are ſpreading like a gangrene, and infeſting all our bor- 
ders, as the vermin mentioned in my text overſpread 
the land of Egypt in the days of yore. 3 
As J am a ſtaunch friend to the Afociation, and greats 
ly approve of their method of preaching, I have ob» 
ſerved it with a ſcrupulous exactneſs, in the progreſs of 
this ſermon: ſo that beſides the ſubject- matter of the 
diſcourſe, the very method of handling it, will render 
it peculiarly acceptable to all who beleng to the wits 
 neffing remnant in this day of degeneracy. _ 
The text naturally divides itſelf. 
| I. In the word of the text mention is made of the 
3 exiſtence of a ſpecies of creatures. I deem it needleſs 
to adduce proofs of the reality of their exiſtence, be- 
cauſe for ought I know, it has never been called in queſ- 

tion by our modern Deiſts and. Infid:ls themſelves. . 
21. In the word of the text we have the name of theſe 
creatures, viz. Lick, a name pretty generally known 
among mankind, and therefore it does not require any 
particular explication, It. is only neceſſary. to obſer 
BY |: f 5 t | 
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that /ice is the plural number of ſeuſe: from which the- 
reader will eaſily perceive that I can diſtivguiſh the plu- 
ral number from the ſingular, but whether I know any 
more about the learned languages is another queſtion. 
3. In the werd of the text we have the form of theſe: 
creatures. They are a ſort of little, ſpeckled, many- 
footed animals, and crawling: things, ſome of a larger, 
ſome of a ſmaller ſize, ſome of a brighter, ſome of a 
darker hue. VVV 8 
4. In the word of the text we have the nature of theſe wr 
animals, they are blood-ſuckers, engaged in perpetual” 
hoſtilities with the human race, and fo extremely un- 
marnerly in their behaviour, that they will” neither 
Keep at a diſtance from mankind, nor be. peaceable in 
their company. In a word, they are ſo well known by 
the inhabitants of this iſland, as entirely ſuperſedes a 
more particular deſcription of their temper and charac- 
ter. 3 5 | \ 
The text having now fo naturally divided itſelf“, I. 
: obſerve the following doctrinal propofition from it, viz. 
That the Relievers reſemble Lice. 5 "5 
In handling. this doctrine I intend to obſerve the fol- 
lowing method. | E 
T. I ſhall offer a few preliminary remarks for paving. 
the way to tbe ſubject. „ ah 
2. I ſhall ſhow in what reſpects the Relievers may be 
called Lice. LY 5 | 
3. Iſhall conclude with a word of improvement. 
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* But perhaps ſome eritie way object to this di viſion of my 
text, That if a text conſiſting of one word naturalh divides it - 
felf, it moſt ſurely be very ready to fall in pieces. To this Fan- 
1wer, According to our Aſſociate rules every text muſi be divided, 
e vemalthoꝰ againſt itſelf, be fore a doctrine can ſlaud upon it. I hope, 
then, it will be allowed, that if my text cannot be divided into 
words, it may at. leaſt be ſplit into letters. Now as Zrammarians 

admit, that every letter has a certain power affixed to it, and ſome- 
letters are allowed to. be ſubſli iuted for words, as A. M. and D. 
D. I hope every friend of the Aſſociation will allow the four 
letters of my tent to Rand fer the four following word:? 


I., Latitudinarian, 7, is, c, a curſe, e, eccleſiaſſiie. 


tion on this diviſion of che tent? | 1 


8 
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— 


e 
T ſollicit therefore the reader's careful attention; 
while, according to the firſt head of my method, I. 
make a few preliminary remarks for paving the way 
to the ſubjet. And, 8 3 1 
I. I remark, that in handling Mfſociafe fnibjects, it is 
the common way of the Aſſociate brethren, to have one 


head of the method conſiſting in pre/iminary remarks, by* 


which they mean obſervations, that have no connection 
with the ſubje&, but which muſt be made before they 
can poſſibly reach the text and the doctrine contained 
in it. And if any perſon be fo captious as to alledge 
that theſe preliminary remarks ſeldom pave the way to- 
the text, which is often darkened by them, I anſwer, 
that though this may often happen, yet theſe remarks 
ſeldom fail in the hands ef the Aﬀociate brethren, to 
" pave the way to a diſcourſe, and then they are not in 
vain, They alſo afford them an opportunity of laying 
before their hearers a great many important truths, which. 
they could not mention at all, were they to coxfme 
themſelves to the doctrine of the text, like weet preach-- 
ers in the Eſtabliſhment and Relief. And IJ hold it as a 
maxim, that thoſe preachers who afe mcapable of ma- 
king preliminary remarks, are incapable of preaching. 
long on a text: whereas thoſe that, like our Aſſociate 
brethren, can make a /izicient number of preliminary 
. remarks, can preach as long as they pleate upon any 
MB ET OT ROT en Rs os 888 
Wo * I remark, that I will be cenſured by fome of our 
modern refiners for railing a doctrine from my text. But 
I defire ſuch. to remember, that I am not ſingular in this; 
for the moſt part of my. reverend Aſſociate brethren 4% 
the ſame, and I am abundantly able to 3 and- 
ein 9 0 . 85 . 2 4 
5 4 By railing a doctrine we ſet tle meaning of the 
text in a much clearer light than the words of infpirati- 


* 


on themſelves do. Ry 8 
2. By raiſing a doctrine we ære enabled to enlarge the 
meaning of a text, as I have done in the pre ſent diſcourſe; 
for the text is the ſingle word Lice,”” but the doctrine 
ih © that the Relieuers reſemble Lice,” which > I 
2 8 5 nut: 


{ 


k * * 


the word of the text in the original. 


: | „„ - 


mult cs, is a great improvement and enlargement of 


3. By raiſing a doctrine we are diſtinguiſhed from the | 


Latitudinarian Relief miniſters, who in their Jax, way 


form the heads of their. ſexmons-out of the ſeveral bran- 
ches of the text ; and for. obſerving ſuch-a {imple and. 
unlearned method, they are juſtly held in contempt by 
the Aſſociate brethren. _ J 
3. I remark, that this ſermon will be extremely po- 
pular, and meet with a rapid ſal- in the Aſſociate intereſt. 
I have two reaſons for this remax. IF 
1. The very deſign of the diſcourſe will evidence the 


truth of the remark: for it. is intended to expoſe that 


vile vermin of Relievers who have ſprung up among us; 
and nothing gives the Aﬀociation more exquiſite pleaſure 
than to ſee this done. Nor can any. Aſſociate miniſter 
inſiſt on a topic that is-more popular, or fills his audience 
with higher tranſports of joy. This is ſo true, that 
when, on a particular occaſion, ene of our clergymen, . 
the Rev. Mr Wordy, in the depth of Aﬀociate wiſdom, 
and the -2ekneſ3.of Chriftianity, railed a whole ſermon 
againſt a vile Latitudinarian Relief miniſter, and was ſo.- 
tranſported with the fervor of his charity and zeal for 
the Aſſociate cauſe, that he forgot to conclude the wor- 
ſhip with prayer, praiſe, and benediftion, His hearers 


were ſo entranced in joy, that they knew not whether 


they were in or out of the body. And when ſdon after 


he received many pions. donations: of. their ſubſtance for- 


this truly Aſſociate ſermon, he refoiced in them as the 
fruit of his miniſtry, and knew that he had not labour- 
ed in vain, : 8 | 


— 


2. The very title page of this ſermon will contribute 
eminently to its acceptance and vendibility in the Aſſo- 


ciate intereſt, for it is intitled, ©. An Antidote againſt 
% aNew Hereſy; which is the very title prefixed tomy 


reverend father Mr Gibb's. valuable ſermon againſt the 


new hereſy broached by Mr Dalglieſſi of Peebles. Tho! - 


my ſermon had no merit in itſelf, (which yet is not 


granted), the Rey. Mr Gibb's title, which in a luckx 
Hour I thought proper to prefix, will ſet it off to great / 
advantage, and give it a rapid circulation through the. 


whole Aſlociate Synod ; and well it may; for 1 heſitats: 


not: , 


— 


F: Tl ] 
ot to declare, that he does not deſerve the name of an 
Aſſociate, who docs not prefer the authority of the Rey, 
Mi Gibb to that of the Apoſile Paul. And the ſlighteſt 
Attention will convince the reader that the Rev. Mr 
_ +Gibb is juſtly intitied to this preference; for he has now 
grown old aud grey, and exhauſted his ſtrength and ta- 
Pete in ſupportizg the Aſſociate cauſe, which Paul never 
did, and 1 have a ſtrong ſuſpicion, never would, were 
he to burft his cearments and ar among the living; 
fer from his writings it is tœs ident, that he was 
more 2 Kelieder than à Secader. | : „ 
4. I remark, that I intend/te make very little uſe of 
ſcripture in this diſcourſe, a ve even avoided it 
in the choice of my text. I am able to aiſigu the beſt 
reaſons for this. | „ 3 RC En. 45 
1. As IT intend in this4iſcourſe to ſhow the foundati- 
on of the Aſſociate principles, I thought it prepoſterous 
to chuſe any paſſage in the Whole Bible for my text, as 
J could not ſhow our principles te haye a foundation in 
it without perverting both the 7zfter and ſpirit of the 
paſſage. But it is perfectly needleſs to perplex myſelf 
e roma fo foundation for our Aſſociate principles 
in ſcripture, as one can be found for them elſewhere; 
For though it may be extremely difficult to prove them. 
founded in the. 2s of the 1 I am able to prove, 
to the conviction of all gainſayers, that they are found- 
ed in the As of the Britiſh parliament ; and l amlikewiſe 
able to ſhow, that the As of the Britiſh parliament 
are far better obſerved by the Britiſh ſubjects than. the 
Ads of the Apoſtles; which argues the excellence of the 
_ foundation on which our principles are built. 

2. It is well known, that the moſt polite and faſhion- 
able people of the age are d//zuſted with ſcriptural diſ. 
hoe? xa end as | intend to edify them by this publicati- 
on, J have carefully ayoided what | knew would offend 
them, ever mindful of the important maxim, “ that in 
% order to-edify mankind we muſt pleaſe them; Which 

maxim I would recommend to the ſerious attention .of © 

/  -Intruders through the nation, who having their eyes a 
a 


61 


Ittle blinded by the bright glare of the preſentation, and 
6. . the refulgent w:rming rays of the golden: benrfice, read 
the maxim thus, © that in order to edify mankind we 


25 « muſt 
＋ FOES 


— 


I 


re, muſt diſeleaſa them.” But after all, Thave the cha- 


-rity to think that this moſt ful and beloved race of men 


ſincerely intend both to pleale and edify, if not man- 
kind, yet themſelves. | | 
. As our hne modern preachers, whom the Rev. Dr 


Carliſle calls, in his printed ſermon, ** the riſing hopes 
c of our jeruſalem, are unanimouſly of opinion, that 


ſcriptural quotations mar the beauty of a finiſhed com- 
poſition, and as L would have this performance of mine 
to be viewed in that light, I am therefore determined 
to quote ſcripture as ſeldom as poſſible, and thall never do 
it but when my ſubje&t cannot be illuſtrated otherwiſe. 
5. I remark, that I do not intend to confine myſelf 
to the ſiteral ſinſe of my text, but to handle it in an «c- 


* gommoudated way. This is a very common method of 


handling ſubjects among the Afſociate brethren, and 
anſwers valuable purpoſes; for it enables them to ſay 
a great many things upon a ſubject, which are not con- 
tain d in it, which is the caſe with what I have already 
_ aid, and am ſtill to ſay on my ſubject. Beſides, this 
method puts it fully in their power to expoſe perſons of 
unſound principles, -as I am about to do with theſe vile 
vermin of Relievers in my ſermon. 2 
6. I remark, that tholigh ſome ſnarling captious cri- 
tics may cenſure me for chuſing ſuch an extraordinary. 
text, and handling it in ſuch a vague and looſe manner, 
yet the envenomed arrows of their detraction and male-, 
volence muſt fall pointleſs to the ground, ' when it is 
known that this nethod of preaching, which I have ob- 
ſerved, is not uncommmon among thoſe of eur way, and 
has been practiſed with great ſucceſs by ſome burning. 
lights in our Aﬀociation, who to this day are living or- 
paments of it, and ſhining in the zenith and meri- 
dian of glory. Under the patronage of ſuch illuſtrious 
names and examples | ſhall be crowned with glory, and 
riſe. ſuperior to the cenſure of the invidious, and the. . 
weak. | 3 E 
But for my own vindication, and for the honour. of 
ſome illuſtrĩous names, I muſt produce particular autho- 
rities. And that I may mark diſtinguiſhed merit with 
diſtinguiſhed honour, I ſhall begin with the reverend Pri- 
| mate of the Aſſociation; preaching at a 2 
e 5 


— 
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he choſe for his ſubject, . But eſpecially the parchments."* 


The method he propoſed for handling the ſubje& was, 
.. To ſhew negatively what was not contained in the 
parchments. _ = EO | 

2. To ſhew poſitively what was contained in them. 
On the firſt head he proved very judizrouftly, that 


neither the Revolution ſettlement, Porteous paper, nor | 


the Burgher oath were contained in theſe parchmeuts. 


On the ſecond head he ſhowed poſitively, and proved © 


by many irrefragible arguments, and to the full conv c- 


ton of the whole Aﬀociate aſſembly on that occation, 


that the ſecond Reformation period, the Weſtmiaſter 


C oufeilion, the Covenants, National and Solemn League, 
the bxcommunication of the Burgher miniſters, the new 
conſtitution of the Allociate ſynod, and the judicial le- 
ſtimony, were contained in the parchinents ; with many 


more important truths, which have eſcaped my memo- 
ry. In a word, he threw more light on this text than 


was ever dane by any other perſon, and on this account 


(as merit leads to preferment) he obt ned the pre- e- 
ſnineuce among the brethren. The i.nprovement was 
ed fying to the aſſembly, for it was ſuitable to the doctri- 
na N 


part of che ſubject. 5 pon 
Another Re-erend Father of our Aſſociate intereſt, 
preachirg once at a ſicramental occaſion, choſe for his 
text that ſavoury expreſſion, By this time he ſlink:th." 
Fie /-arn diy propoſed, in handling the ſubjeR, to ſtate a 


compariſon between dead Lazarus and the covenanted 
re fo mation, and in the moſt jud:ciovus and malſlerly_ 


manner traced the compariſon in ſeveral particulars. 


I. He obſerved, that as Lazarus died: fo the cove- 


nanted reformation was dead in theſe lands, O! 


2. He obſerved, that as Lazarus was buried: fo the | 


covenanted reformation was buried in Britain, O! © 


3. He obſerved, that as when Lazarus was buried, 


there was a ſ/one laid upon his grave: ſo the covenanted 
reformation in theſe lands was int rr:d under the grave 
ſtone of ſundry parliamentary acts and deeds, O! | 


4. He obſerved, that as the two ſiſters of Lazarus 


wept at his grave: fo the friends of the covenanted re- 


formation were weeping on account of its preſent bu- 


ried and lifeleſs condition, and could not be comforted, 
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- becauſe it is not enforced upon all ranks in theſe lands 


by all civil paius, O 


5. lle obſerved, that as the ſiſter of the deceaſed 
thought he was lin ting: ſo the covenanted reformation 
was ſtinking in this generation, O! W a ben 

6. And laſtly, He obſerved, that as Lazar revive, 
and came out of his grave, to the great joy of all iis 
connections: ſo the covenanted reformation would in 
due time be revived: to the inexpreſſible joy of all it; 
friends, and all ranks of men in Britain be obliged to 
embrace it under penalty of the confiſcation of their 
goods, the impriſonment of their perſons, and further 
puniſhment, as his Majeſty and honourable eſtates of par- 
liament ſhall think proper to inflict. Euge ! 3 2 

In the concluſion ef the ſermon, he applied his doc- 
trine fo powerfully, that both the preacher, and the 
'whole Sf te Sh in the ſame condition in which La- 

d arus is repre ſented to bave been in the text, which 
ſhowed that he was impreſſed himſelf as well as the au- 
dience ; which every pood preacher ſhould be, apree- 
2ble to the well known oratorial maxim, „ fi vis me 

flere, dolendum elt tibi; by which the reader will per- 
ceive that I underſtand ſcrapes of Latin. In a word, 
the effects of this ſavoury diſcourſe might not ouly be 
ſeeh, but /e/t, which cannot be ſaid of every ſermon. 
Aud l if I am not miſinformed, many who heard this ſer- 
 moy retain ſomething of the ſavorrry odoriferons impreſſi- 
ons of it to this day, though ſeveral years have elapſed 
ſince it was delivered. Like Arabia's ſpicy groves, they 
Rilf® ſend forth a pleaſing perfume. I doubt not but 
thoſe who, heard this excellent Afociate ſermon wil! 
think themſelves under the ſtrongeſt obligations of gra- 
dee to; me, for refreſhing their memory, and be ex- 
ceedingly plegſed with the particulars of it I have men- 
tioned;. as | r-a/ly myſelf am with the relation of them. 
After all 1 own that to perſons of little ingenuity 
and penetration, the propriety of preaching on this text 
at a ſacramental ſolemnity, will not ſo rexdily appear. 
But after 1 conſider the ingenious method which the 
| reverend, preacher obſerved on this ſubject, I am obliged 
to retract an aſſertion too raſſly delivered in a former 
part of my diſcourſe, viz. that our Aſſociate principles 
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are founded iu the Britiſh ads of Parliament; for my 
Reverend Father has proved, to my consiclion, that they 
arc founded in his text, („By this time be ſine; and 
that the acts of the Britith parliament, inſteid of being 
the /upport or aur. Aſſociate principles, are rather Li- 
ported by them, as they are the grave ſtore that is laid 
upon them. I hope this ſlip will teach me for the fu- 
ture to think before l ſpeak, according to the prudent 
maxim, „e lingua præecurrat mentem.“ I wiſh that 
by my ſcreeds of Latin T may not be impeached with 
pedantry Ly the reader: to avoid this amputation I pronile 
kencetorth ts {peak plain Fugliſh, that my revercnd A.- 
fociate brethren, and the whole. party with which I am 
contected, may be 4 to underſtand we; for I will not 
have it in my power to cdity.them, if I fpeakin @ lan- 
guage which zone of them knows. And I am diſpoſed 
allo to avoid ſpeaking in a learned language; becauſe 
by an att of the Aſeciate nod, all the Aſſociate miniſters 
are expreſsly diſcharged to preach in a proper les and 
the principal reafon 1 have heard aſſigted for this by 
the revercad ſynod was, that if they ſpoke Frogs ey, 
they could not ed:ſy the people; and cou ſequent iy by 
the rule of contraries, this act of the nod implies, tbat 
the Aſſociate hearers are only to be ediſied by ſpeakirg 
erprop.riy. But I muſt produce a precedeiit- or two- 
moi e to juſtify my text and manner of handling it? 
Another Reverend Father of the Aſſoclation preachirg 
before the Aſſociate ly nod choſe for His text the id 
* Tecel,”” which however was a moſt notorious violati-, 
on of the fore- mentihned af of the Aﬀociz te ſynad; % 
it was a text which the hearers cel not undeiſtand. 
though it required little capacity to ungertayd al.) 8 
thing that was ſaid upon it, as the lermon was much bet- 
ter adapted te the capacity of the audience thay the 
text; It was truly a molt admirable ſermon, aud gid: - 
Ggnal howour to the preacher, and all the members of 
the Aſſbeiate ſynod ; for his method was to weigh him 
ſelf and all the minifters and elders of the. ſynod ina 
balance, Which be did accordingly, and found them vw, 
Now I appeal te the candid reader, whether theſes ve- 
nepable gentlemen of whom I have made 1Qnourable 
5 _ 2 mention, 
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mention, have not afforded me an admirable example 
both of chuſing an «7cor:20, text, and ſaying things 
upon it, which, to men of a ſhallow capacity, will not 
at firſt ſight appear to be couneſſ. d with the ſubject. 
| I had alinoſt forgotten to take notice of another Re- 
verend Father in the Aflociate intereſt, who, from the 
very high ſenſe he is &rowsn © cutertain of his own im- 
portance, would never have f'rgiven me, had I paſſed 
him over in ſilence, without doing juitice to his charac- 
ter. In delivering an expo! tory lecture on the man 
among thieves,” he found all. the principal doctrines 
of the Bible contained in tis paſſage, the real deſign of 
which is to teach humanity to the diſtreſſed part of man- 
kind, to whatever nation theyfbelong. But as be vell 
knew that teaching the duties of humanity and love to 
mankind, eſpecially to any without the pale of the Aſ- 
ſociate intereſt, is eſteemed /:gal doctrine in the Aſſocia- 
tion, he diſcovered both inimitable ſagacity and great 
regard to truth in giving this egal paſſage of ſcripture 
an Fvangelical turn. Pe may with great propriety be 
called the Demeſhenes of the whole Aﬀociate brethren; 
as by the ſupereminent brightneſs of his talents,- he as 
much eclipſes them all, both in. his 6w# eſteem, and that 
of others, as the ſun eclipſes the ſtars when he. ſhines 
forth in his meridian ſplendor. And when he delivered 
his expoſitory lecture, it is impoſſible for me to give the 
reader a juſt idea of the digniſied mein, and manly geſ- 
ture, the modeſt confidence, ard intrepidity, the ner- 
vous, maſculine, and energetic diftion of the ſacred 
| orator on that occaſion. Were he nat a c/ergyman, you 
would almoſt think he. had acquired his oratorial as- 
compliſhments by attending the theatre in Prury- lane. 
— And though our Aſſociate orator, on many occaſions, 
does not confin: himſelf within the limits of his ſubject, 
as weak Relief and Kirk preachers do, this is ou ing to 
his exuberant genius, and the amazing fertility of his 
invention; and J am able to juſtify him in all his beau- 
tiful extraneous, and digreſſive excurſions, by the well 
known maxim, © that it is better. to ramble with Au- 
<<. puſtine, than err with Grotius; and eee the ce 
lebrated Pope ſays in his Eſſay on Criticiſm, and winks. 
| : . am 
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I am; perſuaded he has treaſured up in his ſtrong com · 
prehenſive memory,, _ 7 e e 


„ Great wits ſometimes may gloriouſly offend, 

„ And riſe to faults true critics dare not mend; 
% From vulgar bounds with brave diſorder part, 
And ſnatch a grace beyond the rules of art. 


L have beer the longer in illuſtrating my ſixth remark, 
that I might ſhow that the peculiarity, of my ſubject, 
and method of handling it, is not uncommon among my 
Aſſociate biethren, and al{o that | might do juſtice to 
fone illuſtrious names, which had I neglected to do, 
the very ſtones might have cried out. WE TITEL 
And now to conelude the firſt head of my ſermon: .. 
As my reverend and dear brother Mr Ramſay of Glaſ- 
gow has done à moſt valable ſervice to the Aſſociate 
cauſe, by july expoſing the characters of the Relief mi- 
niſters in his pamphlet: fo J have eminently contributed 
to the ſupport of our cauſe, by juſtly celebrating the 
characters ef the Aﬀociate brethren. As Mr Ramſay 
has ſunk the characters of the Relief miniſters greatly | 
b:low their merit: ſo I have exalted the characters of 
the Aſſociate brethren greatly above their merit, and 
the unprejudiced will allow that it is as meritorious ta 
err on the fide of pan:gyric as detractien. It is a pleaſing 
reflection to me that Mr Ramſay and I have done ſo 
much for the ſupport of the Aſſociate cauſe. In this 
great point we have mt at laſt, though we have moyed 
towards it in different lines of direction, as all the dia- 
meters of a circle meet in the centre; And. I am pers 
ſuaded he will think me a man ſo much of his own 
views, ſentiments, and completion, that when the Rev. 
Mr Jamiſon departs this lite, he will ſirain every nerve 
to procure me to be his colleagus. I know nothing for 
which he can blame me, except in this, viz. that I 
have only celebrated the. exce/lencies of the Aſſociate 
brethren, without taking notice of any of their def: fs; 
but I am juſtified in this by the Judicial Teſtimony, for 
which I know Mr Ramſay has a ſupreme regard, as the 
only foundation of his belief; for in that valuable com- 
polure, all the exce/{encies of the covenanted reforma- 
© i 3 | tion 
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tion are jointly celebra- ed) while not a ſingle one of its“ 


numerous in per fections is ſpecified. I am alſo juſtified. 
in this by the conduct of that great Chriſtian Emperor, 
who had ſuch an extraordinary degree of charity for the- 
churchmen of his time, as to declare, that though he 
ſaw a clergyman in the very act of adultery, he would 
rather. throw his mantle over the reverend leacher, 
than either believe that he was guilty, or. detect his. 


* 7 wy, 


Further, as Mr Ramſay, in the firſt part of his pamph- _ 


let, has not come within a thouſund computed miles of his. 
| ſubje&; ſo after his worthy example, I have, in the firſt 


head of my diſcourſe, kept at the ſame diſ/ance from my 
ſubject; ſo that if ever we be joined- as colleagues, we 
will entirely accord in our manner of preaching. 
My ſecond head of difcourſe is to ſhew with how 
much juſtice and propriety the Relievers may be called 


Lice. | 


Tf}, They are veiy juſtly called Lice, in reſpect of their: 
muititude. Lice, though a-little ravenous in their na-- 
ture, differ from other rapacious animals-in this reſpect, 
that whereas other beaſts of prey generally ſtalk alone, 
or by pairs, they are found commonly in herds and nu- 
merous bands; and move in ſuch thick and cloſe array, 


that in their marches, they not only trample the human 


race under their feet, but often trample upon one ano- 
ther. They are à very prolific little race of animals, 


And generate fo ſpeedily, that though in the beginning 


of the week, ny be but very few of them on 
the human body, probably before the end of it they- - 


will be encreaſed to hundreds or thouſands ; . 5 


is their increaſe in a ſhort-time ! In like manner it is bot 
alarming and amazing, that theſe animals called Relie- 


vers ſhould encreaſe to ſuch a prodigious ſwarm in ſo- 


ſhort a time; for it is but a very few years ſinee they 


were known to be a people, or to have ſo much as an 


exiſtence in the nation, and now they have multiplied 
into a prodigious. number. And how mournful is it, 


that, within the ſpace of the laſt year, no leſs than 
eight miniſters were ordained among theſe vermin, and 


moſt of them in new congregations. And it is welk 


known, that, when they herd and ſwarm together at 


communions, 


very face ot the ground. 


EER 
eommuntans, they aſſemble in ſuch numbers, that, like- 
the loeuſts ſent upon the land of Egypt, they cover tbe 


* 


2 y, The Relievers may Ee called Lice, as they are 


ſuch tronbleſoame and poxvieors animals. It would be of. 


fering an inſult to the underſtanding of my readers to 


ſuppoſe them ignorant of the nature aud character of 
Jice, and how excecdingly uneaſy theſe little noxious; , 
animals prove unto mankind. Or if any of my readers 
have not experienced trouble and uneafineſs, in their 

own perſons, from thele- vermin, they may bleſs their 
ſtars, in being ſo happily exempted from the common 
lot of humanity. In like manner theſe vile Relievers. 
grieve the very ſpirits of the Aſſociation, as they inter- 

cept great ſwarms of people, who are emigrating from- 
the Fſtabliſhed- Church, om account of legal doctrine: 


and violent ſettlements; and who, were it not for them, #7. 
would ſettle in the territories of the Aﬀociate intereſt ;. 
and it muſt grieve any ingenuous mind to ſee the fhod- 


ſmatched by thele rapacious Relievers, from the very, 
lips of the witneſſing remnant, when they are gaping 
to receive it. This is for a lamentation, avd the moſt. 
grievous hereſy, that theſe Relievers have fallen inte. 
iy, Tice are Latitudinaricns in their terms of cbih- 


munion, like theſe Relievers; yea, I think it evident, 


that they arc larger in this reſpect tlian Relievers them- 
ſelves; for to do the Relievers juſtice (and we ought. * 
not to wrong the Devil hiinſelf, nor any of his ſervants) 
they only plead for holding communion with viſible: 
ſaints; whereas lice have no ſcruple of conſcience to 
l'old- communion promiſcuouſly with all men, whether 
they be viſible ſaints, or viſible ſinners. Yea, I can in- 
form my readers, that, as far as I know, there is not 
a ſingle perſon in the whole Aſſociate body, who holds 
not only occaſional, but conſtant communion with lice. 
And here I cannot but blame the people of the Aſſocia- 
tion for viſible and glaring: partiality,. in refuſing to- 
hold communion with Relievers, on accqunt of the- 
laxneſs of their terms of communion, when it is fa&- 


that they hold communion with lice, which are more 


erroneous in that reſpect than they. I give it, there- | 
fore, as. my advice; that, at the firſt meeting of- 
Fe „ 5 the 
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the Aſſociate Synods, all the lice in the Aſſociate inte- 


reſt be brought to the bar, and by the unanimous ap- 
pointment of all the members, be caſt out of their ſo- 


. ciety, and laid under the higher lentence of ex commu- 
nication. I entertain no doubt, but this will be done by 


the Autiburgher ſynod,, as they formerly laid their 


Burgher brethren under the ſame ſentence, for a much- 


ſmaller crime than thele. little blood - thirſty animals 


are daily guilty of. | 


Abi, The Relievers may be called Lice om account 
of their pride, eipecially that of their miniſters. Lice: 
are very proud ambitious animals, they are not ſatisſied 
with low places, but aſpire to the moſt eminent ſtations: 


of the human body, and fix their reſidence in the head. 


In like manner the Relief miniſters. are a ſet of proud 


ſelf-conceited animals. As an evidence of their. into- 
lerable pride, they refuſe to yield to the force of truth, 
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nor will they give up their erroneous tenets, which the: 
witneſſing remnant boldly and ſtoutly aſſert to be 
wrong, except, forſooth, it be ſhown from ſcripture, 
that their principles are heretical, wl:iich, to my great 
forrow, the whole genuine friends of the Aſſociation. 


ſnd it to be an impracticable taſk, But though the: ' 


Alſociate body cannot prove the principles of the Relie- 


vers to be erioncovs from ſcripture, they can prove 


them elearly to be fo from the Judicial Act and Teſti- 
mony, in which all Latitudinarian and Sectarian tenets 


are condemned. in the lump. And it is known to be an 


eſtabliſhed and received. principle among thoſe of our 
way, that ſeripture is not to be believed upon its own 


authority, but as it is expreſſed in the Confeſſion, of 


— 


Faith, confirmed by our Solemn Covenants, and more 


fully declared and explained in our Judiciat Teſtimony. 


How intolerably proud therefore muſt theſe men be, 
* 


10 will not ſubmit their judgement implicitly to the 
authority of the church and her ſtandards, as the pri- 
mary foundation of faith; but have the preſumptien to- 


call the Bible their teſtimony, and maintain with. that 


ignorant and erroneous divine Dr Owen, that the di- 


vine authority revealed in the word is the formal rea- 


ſon of faith, and that we are only bound to believe any 


WE 
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_ doctrine to be divine, becauſe it.is revealed in ſcriptyre as 


: B 


the object of faith. But the pride which reigns in the 
hearts of theſe Relief miniſters, appears on the very ©. 
ſurface of their bodies, like lice which delight to appear 
on the outward man, in the heat of ſummer. They 
will not enter the pulpit, or be ſeen on the ſtreet, but 
they muſt have their heads powdered like macaronies. 


They all to a man preach with bands, like intruders _ 


and legal haranguers on the Eſtabliſhment. Yea they 
are clothed with pride, as with a garment down to tho 
foot; for they preach with long, looſe, flowing robes, 
which they call gowns, that are nothing but rags of 
Rome, and ſhow that thoſe who wear them are but 
too friendly to the Rowiſh fuperſtition. And I am apt 
to think, from this circumſtance, that theſe very men 
had an active hand in firſt ſuggeſting the idea of the 
Popiſh Bill to the Britiſh parliameat : ſuch friends are 
they te liberty. Whereas ſuch avowed enemies are the 
Aſſociate brethren to the genius and ſpirit of Popery, 
that 15 their praiſe be it ſpoken, and their modeſty not 
offended) they wiſh to ſec all Papiſts hanged, drawn, 
and quartered, and every ſectary exterminated out of 
Great Britain, but the Aſſociation only, which is the 
only-true church, and therefore only to be tolerated: 
Come ſee their zeal for the Aﬀociate cauſe ! ; 
F t) and /aſily, The Relievers may be called Lice, be - 
caufe, as, when the-body is not kept cłean in its cle- 
thing, theſe vermin encreaſe prodigiouſly ; fo, when the, 
church is defiled by laxneſs and impurity, as is mourn- 


* Fully the caſe in this day of baekſliding, then ſwarms 


of theſe Relievers pour in from every quarter, as the 
flood of water did once upon the earth, with this dif- 
_ ference, that a great part of the water which deluged 
the world came down from above; whereas I can with 
certainty inform my readers, that not one of theſe Relie- 
vers came-down from above, whatever other way they 
found of creeping into the world. To me it is moſt proba- 
ble, that they came out of the abyſs, like the central wa- 
ters in the flood, as Satan is repreſented by our cele- 
brated Milton, to have aſcended from the burning lake, 
and purſued his journey through the darkſome regions 
of chaos till he arrived at this new created earth, Where 
he was ſoon but too ſucceſsful in ſcducing mankind m_ 
| f che 
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_ thee truth, as the Ralie ers now are after hisexample- | 
dor the further illuitratiom of this part of my ſob- 
, | obſerve, that when the church was kept clean 
aud pure crom all malignants, incendlaries, and ences 
mies to reformation ; when per ons were not only de- 
barred the privilege of church members, but could not 
even be admitted iuto-the. army or navy to fight for 
their king and country, without ſwearing the Cove- 
nants, as was the caſ- in that ever memor able. ſecond 
period of reformation, between 1628 and 1650, I can 
allure my readers that, in this period, not a Latitudina« 
rian, or i.eliever (for I look upon thele as ſynonimous: 
terms) durit tet out his head. O what an excellent. 
aud glorious foundation is this ſecond period of retor- 
mation to ſit down and build upon, as we have done in- 
the Seceſſion! This is the only rock on which the 
church ever was, or ever will be built, a foundation 
whieh is ſupported by the ſtrong and e er- 
Warks and pillers of ſundry acts of parliament. And 

how much are theſe poor Relievers to be pitied, who 

are fo abject and mean- {pirited as to ſatisfy themſelves 
with fitting dewn upon the foundation of the apoliles 
= and prophets; a ſet of men; who, in tbeir hite- time, 
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_ for the ſinguſfarity of their doctrine and deportment, 
Z had many ſevere acts paſſed againſt them, but never ob- 
tained a üngle act of parliament in their favour. $5 
_ - On the ocher hand I obſerve, that, when the church 
= n to be corrupted and defiled, when laxneſs in- 
=_ 

= worſhip, diſcipline and government, pours in like a de- 


luuge, and ſolemn» covenant- engagements are forgotten, 
= neglecteq and deſpiſed, as is mourufully the caſe in this 
= generation, theie vermin; of Relievers ſpring up like 
| muſhirooms in every corner of the land. And it appears 
to me, in Whatever light it may be viewed by others, 
_ that theſe lice have been ſent among us as a judgement, 
to puniſh us for our ſhameful violation of ſolemn cove- 
nant- obligations. In proof of this I muſt obſerve... that 
the plague of lice, meutioned in my test. was inflited” 
vpon Egypt becauſe-Pharaoh had promiſed to let Ifrach. 
go, and afterwards broke his promiſe. And I cannot 
but think, that this plague of Relief lice, with which 


ths-colptry 1 is now. aatclted,, 1 is the conſt quence of vio- 
lating; 
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Acting our national engagements. Ah! how ſad a thing 
Is it to break conpregational covenants, as well as nati- 
onal ! When the Rev, Mr Robert Campbell was about 
to be ſettled in Stirling, there was a covenant made 
between thole who were for his ſettlement, and thuſe 
who oppoſed it, that he ſhould nor be ordained till a- 
nother was ordained or admitted along with bim. This 
..covenant was broken in a moſt diſnonourable manner by 
Mr Camphell's friends, and hewas ordained alone.— 
Behold the conſequence; in a few years after this breach _ 
of covenant, a very numerous, peſtilential, and ma- 
lignant ſwarm of Relief lice ſprang up at St Ninians', 
who have cruelly bit Mr Campbell and his people, as 
the lice in my text did the Egyptians. And Jam fully 
convinced, that this cruel and tormenting (warm has 
been ſent upon them as a righteous vifitation for their 
breach of covenant with the Proteſters. And I am lad 
ly apprehenſive, that they will never be freed irom __ 
theſe vermin til] they repent of this ſin, and perhaps 
the rod may remain for a conſiderable time after they 
have returned te their duty. 

And as they have not been brought to repentance by : 
the fore viſitation of St Ninians' lice, they are juſtly | 
mitten with new plagues. The Rev. Mr john M“ Mil- 


lan has invaded their borders, at the head of a new I. 


ſwarm of Camerenian-lice. There is alſo a new ſwarm 


of lice at Blairlogie, which may be juſtly viewed as a 95 | 


ſevere viſitation for this breach of covenant with the 
Proteſters. Theſe lice at Blairlopie would now be ca]- 
led Relief lice, but, while they remained under Mr 
2 Pirie's miniſtry, they might be called NO AyIOUS- lice, — 
partly Preſbyteriau and partly Independent lice. And 
Pirie himſelf (I wiſh-I may be able to keep my temper 
when I ſpeak of him) may be called, by way of emi- 
nence, the h-y-tical and . Louſe. That he 3 
an heretical louſe is evident. as he bas openly re- 
nounced the ſolemn league of uniformity, ' which # 
ws the glory of Britain in its day, and fo friendly to 1 


religion and Chriſtian liberty, that it conſtrained u 


ratiks of men to become Chriſtians and profeſſors of the 
truth, by all civil pains and penalties, however Con» 8 
tray to their * own inclinations: Whereas that Vile 
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© heretic wov'd have men brought over to the practice 
and profeiſien of the true religion by the unſcriptural, 
irrational, Popiſh, and antifolemn-leapue methods of 
argument and perſuafion. And with what juſtice Mr 


Pirie may be called the nipping louſe, | | appeal to bis 


„ 


— 


witneis againſt the Aſſociate brethren. And how can 1 


but be filled with indignation againſt theſe Blairlogis 


lice for their enmity at the Aſſociation all along? fer 


st the very commencement of it, they brake down 


with outrage and violence the Rev. Mr Ebenezer Erſ- 
kine's tent, when it was erected on Aithry hill, with 


© laudable intention to propagate the Aﬀociate cauſe : 
ſo that, though, like the Sti ling Aſſoc iates, they can- 


* . 


not be charged with the guilt of cob nant breaking, yet 


they are juitly loaded with the guilt of fut breaking. 


And for this foul miſdeed they have been puniſhed with 
hearing Latitudinarian Whitefield, Mr Duchal's death, 


Mr Wright's intruſion, Mr Warden's death, and Mr 


Pirie's tranſportation: ſo dangerous a thing is it to 
break tents as well as covenants!. 


Thus I have ſhown to ny own ſatisfaction, and ] hope 


to the ſatisfaction of wy readers, with what propriety 
the Relievers may be called I. ice. f | 


And now | have brought to à period the two firſt - 
heads of my diſcourſe, and though I am not endowed | 
with the gift of prophecy, I can eaſily predict, that . 
the Aſſociate brethren will have their modeſty offended, 


with the juſt commendation -which I have gien them; _ 


and the Relievers will be greatly irritated becauſe they 


have been ſo juſtly expoſed and confuted by my pen 


I now proceed to offer a word of improvement. And. 
as I doubt not but my readers, and eſpecially The per- 


ſons of whom I have taken particular notice in this diſ- 


courſe, will allow, that I have been pretty practical 


in the doctrinal part, which I reckon a great excellence 
in preaching, I ſhall ſtudy the greater brevity in the 


application. And, 


1. This doctrine may be improved in an uſe of in- 
dr mation. It may inform us that creatures very little, 
inſipnificant and contemptible in themſelves, may be 
the inſtruments-of puniſhing numerous and reſpectable 


bodies of men for their offences. Lice were ſent into 


all 


* 
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| T. 
all the coafls of the Egyptians, to puniſh a numerous, 
wiſe, and learned people, for their miſdemeanours. In 
like manner we ſee in our own times how theſe. vile, 
contemptible reptiles, the Relievers, who do not fo 
much as deſerve the name of creatures, (were it nut 
that they might be expoled) are ſent into this nation 
to be a ſcourge and plague to fuch a numerous, chari- 
table, and reipectable body of men, as have joined in 
the Aſſociate intereſt. J). Lo 

24, This ſubject may be improven in an uſe of Aa- 
2utntation, that theſe vermin of Relief lice are fo very 
numerous, and like to be more fo in this nation, eſpe- 
cially as they ale fo very Latitudinarian and looſe in 
their terms of communion, as to admit men te join in 
the ſacrameut, merely becaule they are believers, who 
ought not to be admitted to it, becauſe they will not 
declare themſel ves Scceders. For I rejuice at the rela- 

tion of it, that fo ſtrict and zealous are our Aſſociate 
brethren, that, when they give the ſacrament, they 
never mean to cover a table for the friends of religion, 
but for the friends of the Aſociation. And how lamen- 
table is it, that theſe Relievers ſhould be fo much under 
the ſpirit of error and deluſion, as to maintain, and 
that in the moſt open and barefaced manner, that there 
ſhould be no terms of communion in the Chriſtian church 
but what are of divine appointment, aud what were 
obſerred in the days of the Apoſtles. I wiſh I may ne- 
ver live to ſee the day, w! en the Aſſociation ſhall be. 
come fo lax aud. degenerate, as to fatisty themſelves 
with the Apoſtles terms of cummunion, viz. a compe- 
tent, mcaſure of knowledge, and a Chriſtian deport- 
ment. What? will it ever be admitted by any genuine 
Aſſociate, that the Latitudinarian terms of communion, 
obſerved in the infant ſtate of the church, by Paul of 
Tarſus, a deformed creature, and a tent maker, and by 
the other Apoſtles, who were but fiſners, tax · gatherers, 
and illiterate men, and who were accounted the very os 
 off-i{courings, of the earth, ſhould be ſtil! obſerved .as 
terms of communion, in a more enlightened, pure, and 
perfect ſtate of the church? How could the Apoſtles 
know how to fix the terms of the Chriſtian fellowſhip, 
. who never heard of the books of diſcipline, our ſolemn co- 
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venants, and our Judicial Teſtimony? Or are theit 
terns once to be compared with the terms of com- 


munion eitabliſhed both by church and ſtate in the ever 
memorable ſecond reformatien period, which is the 


| foundation on which we of the Aſſociation are ſo hap- 


pily ſet down? At that aufpicious æra, which was the 
zenith of re formation in. Britain, no perſon could be a 


member of church or ſtate, or even a ſoldier in the ar- 
my, or ſailor in the navy, without ſwearing the Solemn 


League. By that reforming church the Apoſtles and all 


the primitive Chriſtians would have been rejected, and: 
held in contempt, as Latitudinarians in their principles. 


and terms of communion; as the Relievers juitly are by, 
the Seceſſihn at preſent, for obſerving the ſame terins 
of communion with the Apoltles-and primitive Chriiti- 


- ans, and for erroneouſly maintaining, that: the Apoitolic 


age was the pureſt period of the church. - | 
Before I quit this uſe of lamentation, Imuſt:obſerve, _ 
that it is ground of mourning, that any ſnould ſo grotsly- 


\ miſrepreſent our worthy mitiiſters in the Aſſociation 2 


to ſay, that when they invite* men to+th= facramentar 


table, they invite believers-in general, like the Latitudi- 
- narien Relief miniſters; for I'can: aſſure my. readers, 


that whatever general expreſſions they muy fometimes 


uſe on theſe occaſions, they only mean to admit to the 
_ Aſſociate table Aſſoriate believers. The Aſſociate ele- 


ments are only conſecrated for Aſſociate belie vert, not. 


for Chriſtians as ſuch, but for Aſſociate Chriſtians ; for 
F Chriſtianity itſelf were to entitle to communion in 
the Aſſociate way, our communion would be corrupted: 
by an inundation of Kirk Chriſtians, and Relief Chrifti- 


ans, &c.; but when, beſides Chriſtianity itſelf, a firm 
adherence- to the Aſſociate intereſt is made a term of 
admiſſion to the Aſſociate table, this effeQually ſhuts 
the door againſt. thoſe who have nothing but bare 
Chriftianity to recommend them to communion, and 


| keeps them without the pale of our church. 


' 34, This doctrine may be improven in an uſe of r- 


prof. It may reprove thoſe who are rather too lax in 


our on way, in ſometimes hearing the Latitudinaridn 


Relief miniſters and others. Ah! Sirs, ye who uſe 
 - this Jawleſs liberty, do nat refleR that none þa 


Ye a right 
> "hs 
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to preach the goſpel but the Aſſociate brethren. The 
Relief minilters have no more right to preach the go- 
Apel, or diſpenſe any religious ordinance then the falſe 
prophets of old, who ran unſent, or vile intruders in 
our own day. Alas! brethren, ye do not conſider, that, 
by promiſcuous hearing, ye act inconſiſtently with your 
on principles aud profeſſion as a witneſſing remnant 
in a backſliding generation, and how much ye grieve 
and vex the ſpirits of your own Aſſociate miniſters, ſeſ- 
ſions, and congregations. And what is a-more mourn- 
ful and affecting conſideration than all the reſt, ye 
are, by this occaſional hearing, in eminent :danger of 
wandering from the fold. of the Aſſociation altopether, 
never more to return. Such therefore are reproved. 
4th, This dactrine may be improven in an uſe of /e/f- 
examination, whether you are the real friends of the Aſ- 
"ſociation or not. Do you implicitly and cordially believes 
the Judicial Act and Teſtimony, and reſolve. to adhere .. - 
to it to the end of your days? Do you deteſt. from your 
very hearts the Relievers and their Latitudinariag, . 
tenets, and reſolve never to hear à ſingle man of that 
fraternity? Are you reſolved for the future to adhere 
only to the miniſtry of thoſe wha are engaged in « 

_ witneſling way? Are you ſatisfied in your own conſciences _ 
that Whiteſield was an impoſtor, and that the work 
at Cambuſlang was a ** deluſion of the devil?“ Is. it 
your ſincere deſire to ſee thole perſecuted and ſuppreſſed 
who are enemies to our ſolemn covenants? Would you 
Wiſh to ſee theſe covenants forced upon all ranks ef 
men in Great Britain by cwil pains and penalties, how- 

- ever contrary to their inclinations, and whether they 
underſtand the things contained in'them or not ? Would 
you have theſe covenants made a term of .communion 
both in church and ſtate, as they were in the fa» 
mous ſecond reformation period { which is the only rock 
.on which our Seceſſion church is built) though they 
were entirely unknown in the days of the venerable 
-Apoſtles, who, though very ſtrict and zealous in other 
. things, were a little lax like, the Relievers, in their terms 
of commmicn, and never attained the know led ge of the 
terms of communion. now 'eſtabliſked in our Aſſhciate 
church; a church far more pure. and farther adv anced 'nre- 
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formation-work, than any of the Apoſtolic churches ? Are 
you firmly re olved not tobelieve divine truths themſelves, 
upon divine authority revealing them to be believed, but 
as they are authorized in the reformation ſyſtem, and re- 
vealed in the ſudicial Teſtimony as the object of the Ailo- 
ciate faith? Can you, out of zeal for truth as it is at pre- 


ſent wholly in the hands of the Aſſociate. intereſt, de · 
liberately and knowingly aſſert the moſt notorious lies 


and falſehoods, with a truly Chriſtian deſign to blacken 77 
the characters of theſe vile Latitudinarian Relief mi- 


niſters, and to deſtroy their uſefulneſs? If, in the inte- 
grity of your hearts, you can anſwer all theſe queries 


in the affirmative, then I pronounce you the genuine 


friends of the Aſſociation. Ss LTP 
5%, This doctrine may be improven in an uſe of co 
ſolatiou to all who are heartily embarked in the Aſſoci- 


ate cauſe. Amidit many cauſes of grief which we at 
- preſent labour under in a witneſſing way, it is ground 
of comfort that the whole cauſe of truth is among our 


hands, and no other party can juſtly lay claim to any 
portion of truth, as the whole of truth belongs to us. 


And how ſafe are we in being engaged on the de of 


truth; for great is the truth, and it ſhall prevail? And 
muſt it not-afford the moſt pleaſing and heart felt fa- 


tisfaction to our whole witneſſing remnant, to think 


that the cavſe of theſe Relievers is the cauſe of error, 


andi totally deſtitute of the truth? They will therefore, 
in a little time, dwindle into nothing, as ſnow melts: . 


before the fon. Like Babylon, they ſhall fall, and ſhall 
ariſe no more at all. Let us, in the Aſſociation, endea- 
vour by every mean to extirpate this vile, infamous, 
heretical, Latitudinarian, malignant, peſtilential, wie- 


ked, and diabolical generation of Relievers, with which 


the country, and eſnecially our Aſſociate wit neſſing rem 


nant is ſo miſerably peſtered. Let us rejoice and be 


comforted, in the defireable proſpect of their utter ex- 
tinction, annihil ation, demolition, and deſtruction; Oh! 
when ſhall it once be? then the Aſſociate intereſt will 


Tie to glory, ſplendor and renown, when once the earth 


is rid of theſe enemies to truth and goodneſs. And 1 


am certain that every genume Aſſociate will wiſh, when / 


they are dead, „that firm. may the turf lie on their - 
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** unhallowed heads, and pray 5 0 they never Li 
< obtain a relurrection day³ - 
6h, This doctrine may be i improven in an a of er- 
bortation to theſe poor, miſled, ſimple, and deluded 
creatures, who have put themſelves. under the inſpecti- 
on of the Relief miniſters. Ah! Sirs, conſider on what 
dangerous ground ye ſtand. How can ye be inſtructed 
in the truth by «theſe men, who are enemies to the 
truth, and whom: the truth has utterly forfiken; who 
have no teſtimony but tbe Bible, and have the daring a 
preſumption ant impiety to maintain, that the Bible is 
a better book than the ſudicial Teſtimony. Be exhort- 
ed therefore, without delay, to withdraw yaurlelves 
from the miniſtry of theſe wicked men, and come into 
the Aſlociate church, where you will find the very 
Juinteſſence of truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth; and if you will not obey this exhortation, 
your. blood will be upon your own heads: and ] take” 
the judicial Teſtimony, aud the whole Aſſociate intereſt 
to witneſs againſt you, that l have exhonoured my con- 
ſcience, and pointed out your duty. And if, after all I 
have ſaid, you ſtill continue. to adhere to your Latitu- 
-dinarian Relief ſcheme, as I am afraid many of you | 
will, this wall be a ſad proof of your woful blingnels, 77 
obſtinacy. hardneſs of heart, and unbelief in the Al- 
ſociate way, and I deſire ſuch Latitudinarians to conſi- 
der that Latitudinarianiſm is the way that leadath to 
-deſtruQian. . 
I fhall no v conclude this bo pe” "of ;mproyembne with: 
a few - things by way of advice or direction to all the 
enuine friends of the Aſſociation. And, a 
1. My dear brethren of the Seceſſion, beware of; 
following a . multitude to do evil. Many are now fol- 
lowing the Relief miniſters, as the world, wondered af- 
ter the beaſt, but -be not ye partakers with them, | ye 1; 
may all be convinced that the Relief miniſters are 
wrong from this very circumſtance, that their followers). 5 
are ſo greatly increaſed. But if ever the time come 
that our Aſſociate ſcheme ſhall be enforced by civitpains + 
and penalties 1 will venture to predict, that there: will 
be more Aſſ ciates, and fewer Relievers: uch a time 


of trial will ſhow that many rotten- hearted profeſſors: : 
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now adhere to the Relief: and it will alſo difcaver the „ 
internal ſtrength and energy of our ſcheme, when it will 
| overpower the very conſciences and underſtandings of 
0 men, and bring them into ſubjection to it. | 
2. Never think, dear fellow Aſſociates, that ye can 
-underſtand the (ſcriptures for yourlelves, but ſubmit im- 
 . plicitely to the explanation given of them by the Aiſo- 
_ -clate miniſters. They have the alent power of aſcer- 
taining and determining the genuine ſenſe of ſcripture, 
and therefore though the letter of ſcripture may lead 
you wrong, yet the ſenſe which the Aſſaciate clergy put 
upon it, is always right, and on this account their 
| commentaries on ſcripture are a much ſurer guide into 
all truth, than the letter of ſciipture. And if you do 
not implicitly believe their ſenſe of ſcripture to be the 
| true one, -then their uſefulneſs and your own edification / 
=_ will be marred, and you will fall from your Rtedfaſtneſs 
; in the Aſſociate cauſe, and be in danger of being toſſed 
| about with every wind of dactrine, and then the conſe- 
quence will, in all probability, be final and irrecover- 
able apoſtacy from the Aſſociation altogether. 1 
3. Dearly beloved, if a difference ſhouid at any 
time take place between the Aſſociate miniſters, and o- 
ther miniſters, about any point of revealed religion, 
1 without ever allowing your ſel ves to enquire into the 
merits of the cauſe, take care to believe and aſſert that 
your own mmiſters are in the right, and that the other 
miniſters are in the wrong; and be induſtrious to main- 
—_  _-tain this in every company, and in this way you will 
teſtify your reſpe& to your own miniſters, and the cauſe - 
in which you are embarked, whoever have right and 
truth ou their ſide. © | 
4. If at any time you enter the liſt with a Reliever _ 
upon points of pringiple, be ſure if you cannot defend 
y6ur principles from ſcripture, to have recourſe to the 
Ad and Teſtimony, or the ſecond reformation period. 
And if you are unzble in any way to defend your prin- 
eiples, take care obſtinately to adhere to them: for it 
muſt be acknowledged that our, ſyſtem of principles 
;{unlefs in very able hands) is better maintained by be- 
Jieving than reaſoning, and*boldly tell your antagoniſts, 
that you are ſo much perſuaded of the truth of your 
| 3 Principle 
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© that you could ſhed your blood 3 in the defence 
olf them; and this is more than every Reliefer would ven- 
ture to do for his principles. 

_ $th and. aſtiy, Conſider yourſelves c on account of your 
being witneſles for truth, that ye are holier than other 


men, and pure, members of the church. Keep therefore 


at the greateſt diſtance from them, and embrace every 
. occaſion to expoſe the vices and imperfettions of other 
_ denominations; but carefully conceal the. weakneſs and 
infirmities of the Aſſociate body; for the beſt of men 
have their. failings : but let it never be forgotten, that. 


the faults: of a brother are not to be treated in the ſame- 


manner. as. thoſe of an enemy, wha is without- the pale: 
of our Aſſociate church. 

I have now, | hope, in the foregoing Aiſcourſe, compoſed 
the difference-of this factious and. e age, in. 
which, as the poet. expreſſes i It. 


i 


% Faith, goſpel, all things ſcem to be diſputes: : 
«And none have ſenſe enough to-be confuted. 9 8 


I have brought within the compaſs of this ſoma all 
the arguments that ever have been, or ever will be ad- 


© yanced againſt the Relief and for the Aſſociation. And 


from the date of: this. publication wilt commence the 
ruin of the. Relief empire; and the full eſtabliſhment 
and glory of the Aſſociate intereſt. 5 
Or O o! Now to conclude; I flatter myſelf that 
I have far more effectually, in this ſermon of mine, de- 
ſtroyed the Relievers, than my dear brethren the Rev. 


Mr Bennet of Ceres, and Mr Ramſay of Glaſgow, in _ 


their pamphiets. And I am of opinion, that. this ſer- 
mon, if it come into the hands of the Burgher. lacy | 
will be adopted by them, and publilhed to the wor a 
far their New Act and TEE. 5 
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